Learn Share Enjoy

April 2018

President’s Message
We have just completed our first term for the year – and what a term it has been. We had some great
new courses including the very interesting Geology Class in March at the Killara Winery near Seville. It
was so successful that we are having another class on 3 rd May, so if you are interested, please contact the
office and book your spot.
The other day I was invited along to Unfinished Objects class where they
proudly displayed their new U3A Banner. They are really to be congratulated
for the time and expertise that they have put into their work. The banner will
be displayed at our AGM and Xmas party and other functions so that you all will
get a chance to see it.
Please remember that we are always looking for new members so if you know
someone who might benefit from attending one or more of our courses please
encourage them to come along and sign up.
We are looking forward to a great new term.

For new or changing enrolments for Term 2 and beyond, contact the U3A Office at
the Family Centre, Yarra Junction
You do not have to do anything if you are remaining in your current class or classes
A term two timetable is enclosed with this newsletter.
Please note that dates and times shown for new classes may change.
All contact details for U3A Upper Yarra Inc. are given on the back page of this
newsletter.
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Information on classes in Term 2 for members
Geology of the Yarra Valley The talk David gave on
15th March was very successful and thoroughly
enjoyed by all those who attended. For those of you
who missed out David has kindly offered to run
another talk on 3rd May. Numbers are limited due to
the venue and you must book. The talk includes
morning tea at a cost of $10 and the opportunity to
stay for lunch at a cost of $15 for a restricted menu.

Armchair travel “This is a class with a difference! If there are countries you would like to know about,
or if you have visited places and would like to share your experiences, this is an opportunity to join us,
learn and share. Everyone gets involved. You select a country and present as much or as little as you wish.
Some of the interesting points you might cover are history, the flag, food, places of interest, dress and you
may have photos. Others in the class may know about the country and can contribute. Sometimes we will
go out for lunch (related to a country we have discussed) just to enjoy each other’s company (Partners
invited).”
Book club. We are seeking expressions of interest in a book club, utilising the library as a source for the
books. There will be one book a month for the rest of the year and we envisage a monthly meeting to
discuss the book. There is a 10 person limit due to the number of books the library can supply us. Please
call/email the office if you are interested.
Digital Technology class sponsored by Telstra. Volunteer Telstra Digital Ambassadors will come and
sit with you and help you with email, social media, internet banking, shopping, and installing, removing
apps etc. The session on 26th April is full but there will be a session held in May, June and other dates later
in the year. There are requirements set by Telstra for this course but please call the office if you are
interested and we can explain the parameters.
Digital Money
Reymond Voutier has offered to hold an information session on cyber currencies,
block chain and how artificial intelligence will impact our banking and everyday needs in the years
immediately ahead. It will be a brief introduction to this subject and will cover the issues required to
increase your knowledge of the many aspects of digital money. If you are interested in the future and
would like to understand more you will enjoy this one off class. Please call/email the office to express
your interest and if we have sufficient numbers we will then select a time and date.
Remember, if you want to develop your language skills there are places free in Italian and French and
Creative Writing classes. We are also offering some archaic languages and Latin if there is sufficient
interest. If it’s your musical skills you want challenged you could try singing, ukulele and recorder.
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Maybe you would like to torture your brain, how about trying Cryptic Crosswords, Bridge or Chess.
Chess will start on the 16th May and will be on Wednesday mornings.
Also don’t forget the wonderful walks we are offering in our Bushwalking group plus our various
exercise classes including a new yoga class and bowls. Alison is having a well deserved rest this term and
will not be running any walks.
However if you just want to sit and be amazed there is always Astronomy with Alfred.

And Something about Term 1
For Your Diary

History Class

Mon. 16th April
Start Term 2
Last term we finished investigating Ancient Britain and
Wed. 25th April
ANZAC Day
moved on to look at the story of the Vikings. We discovered
Mon. 11th June
Queen’s B’day
they were not necessarily the mindless pirates that most
Fri. 29th June
End Term 2
Mon. 16th July
Start Term 3
people thought they were and, in fact, developed a very
large trading empire that traded with countries as diverse
and far flung as Ireland and Byzantium. Next term we will
finish with the Vikings and then we will move on to the fascinating story of the history of the Indian SubContinent.
Bob.
Marysville and Mt. Victoria Walks
During first term two successful walks were held. One went from the
Marysville Visitors Centre along the Acheron River to the Stevenson
Falls and return. The other was from Mt Donna Buang to Mt Victoria
and the 10 mile car park. The U3A members enjoyed the scenery and
the perfect weather which combined to make both trips very
successful.
Pat O’Shaughnessy

Between Two Worlds-Walking Along the Yarra
This term many people joined me for the “On the Waterfront” tour, walking the north and south sides of
the Yarra. We began at Flinders Street and ended up at the Webb Pedestrian Bridge (just after the
Charles Grimes Bridge). Walking by the river was about being between two worlds-aboriginal and
European, land and water, natural and created as well as history and the modern day. Many had never
explored the Yarra or Birrarung this way before. Early Melbourne, formerly known as Batmania and
Reg. No: A 0054507H

3

Bearbrass, was focussed on the river. It provided water,
food and transport for the newcomers but the impact on
the local Kulin people was devastating.
Bridges were a major feature of this walk. From the Upper
Yarra to Melbourne there are around 70 structures
crossing the river including pipelines, pedestrian and
cycling bridges as well as those for cars, trams and trains.
One notable bridge is Princes Bridge, the third one on the
site and built in 1888. It was designed by Jenkins, D’Ebro
and John Grainger, Percy Grainger’s father.
Highlights for the walkers were our coffee stop at the
“Arbory” between Flinders Street station and the Yarra.
You can see the trains leaving for Williamstown on one
side and watercraft on the other! Towards the end of the walk, we visited the wonderful Mission to
Seafarers building. Initially working out of a hulk ship in Hobsons
Bay, the Mission supports seamen when they arrive in
Melbourne. The small wooden lined chapel, which is still in use,
has a pulpit designed as the back of a ship-wonderful! Polly
Woodside was another highlight. After travelling 1.5 million
miles and circumnavigating the world 17 times, it is a rare
example of a tall ship that
traded between Australian
and New Zealand ports from
1904 until 1922. It was
purchased for one cent in
1968 and is now owned by
the National Trust. There
are several parks along the bank worth looking at- Enterprise Park,
site of the Scar Project, Batman Park which has Rebecca Walk named
after the schooner “Rebecca” on which Batman was a passenger,
landing in May 1853 and the Alexandra Gardens, designed by Carlo
Catani who was chief engineer of the Public Works Department. It is
a wonderful walk so thank you to all the enthusiastic participants
who joined me this term!
Alison O’Brien
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Finally, Some timely advice from Grace who is leading the Telstra Digital Ambassadors class:
Here’s a link to an interesting and useful article on SMS malware and how to avoid being
hacked:https://exchange.telstra.com.au/cyber-security-sms-marchers/
Note that Apple iPhone users are not exposed.
You can protect yourself against Marcher, and large swathes of other malware forms like it, by adopting a
security mindset.
Here are some tips from Telstra security experts for you to consider. Apply these on all devices you use,
for email, SMS, and any other digital communication medium you use.
Regarding protections and best practices:
o Never click on links sent to you in unexpected SMS or MMS messages;
o If you do inadvertently click, never install any software that you may be prompted to
install;
o Ensure your mobile device is fully updated to the latest version of its operating system;
o For Android, do not enable the ability to install software from third party or unknown
sources (Settings -> Security)
And: A big “Thank You” from the Committee to all the people who volunteered to
represent U3A Upper Yarra at the Crank Up event and the Kurth Kiln Heritage
Festival. Thanks to the number of volunteers, we were able to work in 2 – 3 hour
shifts.

U3A O FFICE YARRA JUNCTION

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. Fri. 9am – 1pm – during term times
Office closed during school holiday period*.
Phone*: 5967 1702, Email*: office@upperyarrau3a.org.au Website: upperyarrau3a.org.au
*A telephone answering service is active when the office is unstaffed. Please leave your contact
details and your message will be dealt with as soon as possible. Please note Emails will also be
monitored and responded to as soon as possible.
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