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Learn Share Enjoy
From our President
After five weeks of social isolation there appears to be some light at the end of the tunnel. Up here in
the valley we seem to have been quite lucky so far. It is a challenging time for our U3A. Some of our
Leaders have been trying to keep class activities taking place by corresponding remotely, mostly by
email, but we are aware that not all our members are able to participate directly on-line for various
reasons.
It is important that we try and keep in touch with each other either by a phone call or a text message,
especially with those of us who may live alone.
Keep well and stay safe.
Bob Lillie
President, U3A Upper Yarra.

From U3A Network Vic.
It makes us all feel better to learn daily of our national success in containing the COVID-19 virus outbreak.
It seems easier to smile these days, and I know many U3As are eagerly looking at when they might be
allowed to re-open or to offer partial schedules of well-distanced activities.
Unfortunately, I have to tell you that all information channels and official advice to Network says that it will
still be some months before 'normal' operations resume in our society. This advice comes from briefings
by local MPs, as well as more public briefings through the media and information available on government
websites https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-covid-19.
Although we hear on the media that schools may be allowed to make a staged return to live classrooms
sometime soon, this alteration to the current stay home conditions will not be extended to community
groups. I am told that community gatherings will be among the last activities to be allowed to resume.
And, of course, as members of a particularly vulnerable group, we seniors are charged with taking special
care to maintain social distancing.
I suggest all U3As to be realistic with your members, and try not to build false hope about an early
opening. Our best advice is that social distancing for seniors will not be lifted very soon – but they are not
forgotten.
Susan Webster
President, U3A Victoria
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What’s the Question? A back to front quiz.
Below you will see 10 answers to which you need to find the question – the clue is: they are all related to
Australia. The correct questions are given on the last page.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Fraser Island
Mt. Augusta, Western Australia
1770
Batmania
Great Barrier Reef

6. Southern Hairy nosed wombat
7. Mt. Koscuisko
8. Platypus & Echidna
9. Royal Bluebell
10. 1894

Isolation time well spent
I finished both Tooth Pixies. Now I've got two Topsy Turvey dolls to
knit. Grandma one end, the Wolf the other end of one doll and Red
Riding Hood one end and Old Mother Hubbarb the other end
Jennifer Gearing

Do you have a completed project to share? If so, send the
information to the office for our next issue. Contact details are given
on the last page.
In Germany they prepared for the crisis by stocking up on sausage and
cheese. It was the Wurst case scenario.
Finland just closed its border. Now no one can cross the Finnish line.
With all this talk of Corona Virus the people who make sanitising gel are
rubbing their hands together

History and Coffee and Discussion Classes
Since the start of our isolation I have been sending class members links to various on line history
programs.
In the last few weeks we have finished looking at the spread of Islam in the middle ages and also the
Spanish Conquistada Currently, we are examining the history of the Polynesian people before the
arrival of European adventurers in the 16th century. In the future, after completing our Polynesian
study, we will move on to what happened in the American continent prior to the arrival of Christopher
Columbus in 1492. We will begin by looking at the various civilizations of the Northern Andes region
which appear to have started around the 5th Century. If there is anyone who is interested in
participating, please let me know and I will add you to my email list.
Bob Lillie
O417376043
boblillie3799@warburtons.own.net.au
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A message from the Victorian Seniors Festival
There will be no Victorian Seniors Festival public events in October 2020. The State Government
has announced a range of initiatives to address mental health and wellbeing during the COVID –
19 crisis, including Victorian Seniors Festival Reimagined.
2020 Victorian Seniors Festival reimagined broadcasts now live
This year we are bringing the Festival direct to your home through online performances, zoom
interviews and story-telling, with three new broadcasts a week from 30 April.
2020 is the Festival's 38th year. We invite you to get in the groove - with performances from many
of your favourites and some new performers for you to enjoy.
Working to social distancing rules, our hosts Tristan and Bec meet our performers from the
comfort of their own homes using technology in ways we never knew were possible.
We've had a lot of fun creating and reimagining the Festival for you, and we hope you enjoy it and sing along!
And get in the groove!
Here is the link to watch the
broadcasts: https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festivalsandawards
Reimagined radio to come too!
In June we will commence with radio broadcasts of plays, serials and music features. We will keep you
informed about this and how to tune in.
Regards
Chris Reidy
Manager Victorian Seniors Festival
Seniors Card Operations
Seniors, Ageing and Carers Branch
Department of Health and Human Services
50 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne VIC 3000
(Ph) 03 9096 1012 (mob )0417 313 376
email: chris.reidy@dhhs.vic.gov.au

Yarra Junction in Autumn – photos taken whilst walking the dog. Send us photos of your local
walking area or what you can see looking out of your windows for our next issue.
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Q: What types of jokes are allowed during quarantine?
A: Inside jokes!
Q: What’s the best way to avoid touching your face?
A: A glass of wine in each hand.
So many corona virus jokes out there, it’s a pundemic.
Questions to the answers on page 2:

1. What is the largest sand island in the world?
2. What is the world’s largest rock?
3. In which year did Captain Cook land in Australia?
4. What was Melbourne originally called?
5. What is the world’s largest living structure?
6. What is the faunal emblem of South Australia?
7. What is Australia’s highest mountain?
8. What are the only two egg laying mammals in the world?
9. What is the floral emblem of the ACT?
10. In what year were women given the right to vote in Australia?
The U3AUpper Yarra office will remain closed until further notice. However, we
continue to monitor and respond to emails:
office@upperyarrau3a.org.au
If you wish to speak to an office volunteer please call:
Raewyn King: 5967 1485 (H)

0487 311 302 (Mob.) or

Barb. Foord: 5967 2518 (H)

0409 647 744 (Mob.)
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